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Congratulations on all your 
accomplishments thus far. Your 
dedication and hard work have put 
you on the path to attend one of 
South Carolina’s finest institutions. 

We understand that the college application process can feel 
daunting, so the Meeting Street Scholarship Fund team has created 
this guide to help you navigate your options. Our goal is to help you 
compare colleges and discover the perfect fit for your future.

At the Meeting Street Scholarship Fund, our mission is to help South 
Carolina students reach their academic aspirations and ensure that 
all of our recipients find schools where they can thrive.
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Overview



The Meeting Street Scholarship Fund 
seeks to expand college access for 
high-achieving high school graduates 
with demonstrated financial need. 

High school students who meet our 
straightforward  criteria are eligible to 
receive up to $40,000 to earn a degree 
from some of our state’s best colleges 
and universities.
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The 
Scholarship

Mission

$
Earn SC LIFE 
Scholarship

Graduate from a 
public high school

Complete FAFSA & 
receive Pell Grant

Attend an eligible 
in-state college

Criteria

Reside in one of 12 
eligible counties

Allendale
Barnwell
Charleston 
Clarendon
Darlington
Dillon

Florence
Jasper
Lee
Marion
Marlboro
Williamsburg

Eligible Counties
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How Our
Scholarship Works

(+) Eligible Expenses

(+) Tuition

(+) Fees

(+) Housing

(+) Food

Total Eligible Expenses

(-) LIFE Scholarship

(-) Federal Pell Grant

(-) Scholarships/Grants

Out-of-Pocket Cost

Meeting Street Scholarship

Remaining Costs

Example Calculation

$6,000

$2,000

$3,000

$2,000

$13,000

($2,500)

($3,000)

($2,000)

$5,500

($5,000)

$500

The Meeting Street Scholarship provides up 
to $5,000 per semester for up to four years.

As a “last-dollar” scholarship, we build upon 
federal, state, institutional and other 
scholarships and grants to close the 
funding gap on direct billable costs. 

Tuition Fees Housing Food

$

Books Transportation Supplies Personal 
Expenses

Scholarship covers 
these expenses:

Scholarship does not cover 
these expenses*:

*Work study programs, part-time employment & 
federal student loans can help with these costs.
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To qualify for the Scholarship, you must enroll at an eligible in-state 
institution with a six-year graduation rate higher than 50 percent. 
Students who attend these colleges and universities are more likely to 
graduate in six years. This report features in-depth profiles on each of 
these 17 exceptional schools. 

Eligible
Institutions
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Eligible Institutions

Ineligible Institutions

Graduation Rates
Graduation rates represent the percentage of students who complete their degree program 
within six-years. This key metric is an indicator of the quality of a school’s academic programs 
and student support structures. Generally, a higher graduation rate shows that a school is 
committed to helping students attain their educational goals. 

Our list of eligible institutions have an average six-year graduation rate of 65% while the 
ineligible institutions have an average graduation rate of 37%.

Average = 66%

Average = 37%

* *

* These schools have not yet achieved a consistent six-year graduation rate  
higher than 50%, which is necessary for eligibility.
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Eligible Institutions
Average = 67%

Ineligible Institutions

College Selectivity
Acceptance rates are another valuable data point to consider during the application process. 
These rates are an indicator of the competitiveness of a school’s admission process. A lower 
rate suggests that a school is more selective and might uphold higher academic expectations.

On average, our eligible institutions have an acceptance rate of 67%, while the ineligible 
institutions' average acceptance rate is 79%.

Average = 79%
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Among the 17 fantastic colleges eligible for the Meeting Street 
Scholarship, we are highlighting the five institutions where most recipients 
enroll: University of South Carolina – Columbia, Clemson University, 
College of Charleston, Claflin University and Winthrop University. Each of 
these schools consistently demonstrates a commitment to student 
success and an administration that goes the extra mile for its students. 

Featured
Institutions

Institution
Total Number of 
Meeting Street 

Scholarship Recipients*

University of South Carolina – Columbia 208

Clemson University 124

College of Charleston 77

Claflin University 47

Winthrop University 45

* As of Fall 2023
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Student Perspective
There’s a rich culture on campus – the pride that comes with saying you go to 
USC is amazing. There’s always events going on and everyone is always welcoming.

The Meeting Street Scholarship Fund has taken a massive weight off my family’s 
shoulders.

Evelyn Esquivel
Class of ‘26, Meeting Street Scholarship recipient

USC – Columbia
208
Meeting Street
Scholarship Recipients

41%
Scholarship Recipients Have 
Eligible Expenses Fully Covered

Program Highlight
As the largest university in the 
state, USC – Columbia offers 

students ample opportunities to 
find community and pursue their 

interests in more than 500 student-
run clubs and organizations.
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Undergraduates

26,864

A
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A
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N
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N

C
IA

LS

Leading Programs

D1

70% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

78% Six-year
Graduation Rate

Student : Faculty Ratio

18 : 1

57%
Female

43%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

599

67
Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 

LI
FE

69%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$8,400

$7,100

($9,100)

($3,900)

$2,500

41%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

71%
10%

5%
14%

Health 
Professions

Finance

Marketing

The University of South Carolina – Columbia is the largest public college in the state. The 
urban campus is spread across 359 acres in downtown Columbia and is near the State 
House and state Supreme Court. It’s recognized as a leader in first-year experience 
among students in public universities.

USC - Columbia
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Student Perspective
What makes Clemson special is its emphasis on community. Clemson does a 
fantastic job of accommodating every student’s academic needs.

The Meeting Street Scholarship Fund allows my dream to become a reality – 
regardless of budget.

Rani Hameid
Class of ‘26, Meeting Street Scholarship recipient

Clemson University
124
Meeting Street
Scholarship Recipients

100%
Scholarship Recipients Have 
Eligible Expenses Fully Covered

The Meeting Street Pledge
Clemson has generously 
committed to ensuring all 

Meeting Street Scholarship 
recipients will pay nothing to 
attend Clemson by covering 

any remaining costs. 
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Undergraduates

22,875
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Leading Programs

D1

Student : Faculty Ratio

16 : 1

Clemson University is one of the state’s most selective public institutions, and it’s also 
one of the largest. The 1,400-acre rural campus is in Clemson, which is a college town in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains about 30 miles west of Greenville. It’s one of the 
most productive public research universities in the country.

Clemson University

Biological 
Sciences

Engineering 

52%
Female

48%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

638

77
Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 

LI
FE

69%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees
(+) Housing & Food
(-) Scholarships/Grants
(-) Meeting Street Scholarship
(-) Meeting Street Pledge

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$8,700
$6,500

($10,000)
($3,800)
($1,400)

$0

100%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

75%

6%

7%
12%

75% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

85% Six-year
Graduation Rate Business
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Student Perspective
The people, experiences, and memories you make at CofC will last a lifetime. It 
guarantees a tremendous amount of support to its students.

Having the Meeting Street Scholarship Fund by my side made this journey so 
much easier and allowed me to keep my dreams in focus. 

Alexis Pinckney
Class of ‘23, Meeting Street Scholarship alumna

College of Charleston
77
Meeting Street
Scholarship Recipients

67%
Scholarship Recipients Have 
Eligible Expenses Fully Covered

Program Highlight
CofC’s SPECTRA program allows 

incoming freshmen from 
underrepresented backgrounds to 

get a jump start on their college 
experience during the summer 
after high school graduation. 
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Undergraduates

9,967
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Student : Faculty Ratio

16 : 1

67%
Female

33%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

290

51
Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 
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FE

56%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$6,800

$6,500

($8,800)

($3,200)

$1,300

67%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Business
Administration

Biology

Communications

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

79%

7%
7% 7%

College of Charleston is the 13th oldest institution of higher education in the country. The 
urban campus is in the center of downtown historic Charleston. The school touts its “small-
college feel blended with the advantages and diversity of a mid-sized, urban university.”

College of Charleston

62% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

65% Six-year
Graduation Rate
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Claflin University
47
Meeting Street
Scholarship Recipients

80%
Scholarship Recipients Have 
Eligible Expenses Fully Covered

Program Highlight
As a HBCU, Claflin has a rich 

cultural heritage and strong sense 
of community, fostering an 

environment that celebrates and 
honors African American 

history and culture. 

Kyra Freeman
Class of ‘26, Meeting Street Scholarship recipient

Student Perspective
Claflin is truly special because of its emphasis on making sure their students are 
cared for. They always push us toward success and foster our growth.

The Meeting Street Scholarship Fund has been such a relief to my family. The 
Scholarship Team is incredibly engaged in providing support and assistance. 
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Undergraduates

1,754
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Student : Faculty Ratio

13 : 1

73%
Female

27%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

71

45
Majors
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56%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$8,900

$5,300

($10,400)

($3,800)

$0

80%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Claflin University
Claflin University is the oldest historically Black university in South Carolina. It’s ranked 
among the top 10 HBCUs in the country, and the university is committed to inclusion and 
innovation. The university is in Orangeburg, which is about 40 miles south of Columbia. 
Claflin students, faculty and staff come from 43 countries. 

47% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

50% Six-year
Graduation Rate

2%

93%

5%

White

Other

Psychology

Criminal 
Justice

African
American

Biology
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Student Perspective
If there’s an event that you think would be fun, Winthrop is already making 
it happen. Winthrop truly allows me to be myself. 

Without the Meeting Street Scholarship Fund, I wouldn’t be where I am 
today. It has given me the opportunity to focus on my success.

Kayla Dorsey
Class of ‘26, Meeting Street Scholarship recipient

Winthrop University
45
Meeting Street
Scholarship Recipients

29%
Scholarship Recipients Have 
Eligible Expenses Fully Covered

Program Highlight
Winthrop’s Academic Success 

Center serves students through a 
variety of personalized programs 

and services including peer 
tutoring, academic coaching

and more. 
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Undergraduates

3,973
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Student : Faculty Ratio

12 : 1

71%
Female

29%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

80

44
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57%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$8,400

$5,500

($8,800)

($4,500)

$600

29%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

54%

32%

6% 8%

Teaching

Biology

Business
Administration

Winthrop University is the sixth largest in South Carolina. The 100-acre suburban 
campus is in Rock Hill, just southwest of Charlotte. The school strives to be a 
transformational institution providing an excellent and affordable education within a 
vibrant and inclusive community. 

Winthrop University

53% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

61% Six-year
Graduation Rate
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Undergraduates

3,157
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Student : Faculty Ratio

16 : 1

65%
Female

35%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

51

59
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72%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Anderson University is the state’s largest private Christian university. The urban campus 
is in Anderson, about 40 miles southwest of Greenville. It is affiliated with the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention, and every graduate must complete two religion courses.

Anderson University

51% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

60% Six-year
Graduation Rate

79%

9%
5% 7%

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

X

Nursing

Teaching

Business
Administration

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$16,900

$6,000

 

 

$22,900
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Undergraduates

2,705
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Student : Faculty Ratio

12 : 1

54%
Female

46%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

43

59
Majors

S
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FE

70%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$11,600

$5,000

 

 

$16,600

Bob Jones University is a private evangelical university in Greenville. The university has 
multiple religious expectations for student life, such as complete abstinence from 
alcohol, conservative business casual class attire, and no physical contact between 
unmarried men and women.

Bob Jones University

61% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

69% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

75%

2%
7%

16% X

Business
Administration

Nursing

Teaching
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Undergraduates

2,718
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11 : 1

23%
Female

77%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

100

28
Majors
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49%
Freshmen Retain
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Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$9,400

$4,900

($7,900)

($4,300)

$2,100

33%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

The Citadel is the state’s only public military college, and its students are called cadets. 
All cadets live on the downtown Charleston campus and are required to participate in 
ROTC. About one-third of students go on to serve in the armed services. 

The Citadel

65% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

70% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

76%

8%

7%
9% X

Business
Administration

Mechanical
Engineering

Criminal 
Justice
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Undergraduates
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11 : 1

85%
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15%
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60%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Columbia College
Columbia College was one of the country’s oldest women’s colleges before it welcomed 
its first coeducational class in fall 2020. The small private liberal arts college is near 
downtown Columbia, and it is affiliated with the United Methodist Church. 

54% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

55% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

43%

39%

7%
11%

Teaching

Criminal 
Justice

Homeland
Security

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$10,700

$4,300

 

 

$15,000

*National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
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Undergraduates

505
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16 : 1

49%
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FE
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Columbia International University
CIU is a multidenominational, Christian university in Columbia that provides the 
opportunity to pursue higher learning and a deeper faith. As a Christ-centered 
community, CIU is committed to equipping each graduate for a life of purpose, 
leadership and worldwide impact. 

54% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

68% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

Business
Administration

Biblical
Studies

Psychology

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$14,000

$6,000

 

 

$20,000

X
56%

22%

8%

14%

*National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
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Undergraduates

859
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Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$11,700

$6,700

($12,200)

($5,000)

$1,200

25%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Converse University
Converse, a private doctoral university in Spartanburg, was founded with the mission to 
educate students to see clearly, decide wisely and act justly. Converse offers a 
distinctive undergraduate education and innovative programs for graduate study. 

55% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

57% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

66%12%

8%

14% X

Business
Administration

Biology

Teaching
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Undergraduates
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Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$29,200

$7,400

($32,000)

($3,300)

$1,300

80%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Furman University
Furman University is the oldest private higher education institution in South Carolina. A 
40-acre lake is a highlight of its 750-acre campus in a wooded area of Greenville. 
Furman University surpasses the national average in Gallup’s “Big Six,” which means 
alumni are more likely to be engaged at work and thriving in wellbeing.

79% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

85% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

77%

7%

6%
10%

Communications

Health 
Professions

Political
Science
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Undergraduates
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Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$15,200

$6,500

($17,000)

($4,500)

$200

25%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Newberry College
Newberry College is a private liberal arts college affiliated with the Lutheran church and 
guided by educational principles from the Lutheran tradition: faith and reason, freedom 
and responsibility, diversity and inclusivity, and personal and public vocation. The school 
is in Newberry, which is 40 miles northwest of Columbia.

57% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

54% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

45%

35%

4%

16%

Physical 
Education

Nursing

Business
Administration
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Undergraduates

1,982
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North Greenville University
North Greenville University is a private university affiliated with and committed to the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention. The school is in Tigerville, which is about 20 miles 
north of Greenville. North Greenville University strives to offer quality education in a 
biblically sound, Christ-centered environment.

51% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

54% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

78%

7%
5%

10% X

Teaching

Business
Administration

Liberal
Arts

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$12,400

$5,700

 

 

$18,100
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Undergraduates
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Presbyterian College
Presbyterian College is a private liberal arts university in Clinton. The school was 
established as an outgrowth of its founder’s desire for orphaned children to have a place 
to continue their education. The school’s undergraduates all participate either in an 
internship, research or a study abroad program. 

46% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

60% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

67%
17%

6%
10%

Psychology

Biology

Business
Administration

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$22,200

$5,900

 

 

$28,100
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Undergraduates

1,043

A
C

A
D

E
M
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S

FI
N

A
N

C
IA

LS

Leading Programs

D2

Student : Faculty Ratio

13 : 1

69%
Female

31%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

25

32
Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 

LI
FE

62%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Southern Wesleyan University
Southern Wesleyan University is a private Christian university affiliated with the 
Wesleyan Church, which is a Methodist Christian denomination. It strives to be a 
Christian community of learners who recognize God as the source of all truth. 

49% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

60% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

65%20%

6%
9% X

Teaching

Human 
Services

Business
Administration

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Total Before Aid & MSSF

$13,900

$5,000

 

 

$18,900
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Undergraduates

1,765

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
S

FI
N

A
N

C
IA

LS

Leading Programs

D1

Student : Faculty Ratio

11 : 1

52%
Female

48%
Male Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

54

29
Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 

LI
FE

69%
Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

(+) Tuition & Fees

(+) Housing & Food

(-) Scholarships/Grants

(-) Meeting Street Scholarship

Average Out-of-Pocket Cost

$29,500

$8,500

($29,300)

($5,000)

$3,700

13%
Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Wofford College
Wofford College is a competitive private liberal arts college in Spartanburg. Nearly 90% 
of students who enroll in the college return for their sophomore year, and six months 
after graduating, 98% of students report a positive career outcome. 

81% Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

83% Six-year
Graduation Rate

White

African
American

Hispanic / 
Latino

Other

79%

7%
6% 8%

Finance

Biology

Accounting
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1. Apply to the Scholarship
If you are a senior and have not applied, head to www.MeetingStreetScholarshipFund.org 
and fill out an application! It only takes a few minutes. As a reminder, the qualifications are:

2. Explore options
Take time to delve deeper into the institutions that interest you. Explore academic 
programs, talk to students or professors, or visit campuses to find the best fit for your 
personal and academic goals.

3. Reach out
Don’t hesitate to reach out to the Meeting 
Street Scholarship Fund for guidance, 
support or additional information. Our 
team is here to help you.

info@meetingstreetscholarshipfund.org 

Shila Bair
Program Director

John Huber-MacNealy
Program Director

$
Earn SC LIFE 
Scholarship

Graduate from a 
public high school

Complete FAFSA & 
receive Pell Grant

Attend an eligible 
in-state college

Reside in one of 12 
eligible counties

Next Steps

@meetingstreetscholarshipfund

@meetingstreetscholarshipfund

@meetingstreetscholarship

http://www.meetingstreetscholarshipfund.org/
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Undergraduates

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
S

F
IN

A
N

C
IA

LS

Leading Programs

Student : Faculty Ratio

Athletics

Greek Life

Clubs/Orgs

Study Abroad

Majors

S
TU

D
E

N
T 

LI
FE

Freshmen Retain
LIFE Scholarships

Average Semester Bill

Scholarship Recipients 
Have Eligible Expenses 

Fully Covered

Annotations

Six-year
Pell Recipient 
Graduation Rate

Six-year
Graduation Rate

National Center for Education Statistics College Websites

National Center for Education Statistics

College Website
College Website

Meeting Street Scholarship Fund Data

Meeting Street Scholarship Fund Data

* Bills rounded to the nearest $100

All metrics represent the most up to date data. 
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