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FAFSA Overview

Congratulations! ̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
successfully navigated the college admissions process and 
submitted applications to multiple colleges.

The next step in your process is navigating the complex 
college financial aid world. The central feature of this 
process for most college-bound students is the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The FAFSA form enables students and their parent(s) to 
report their income from the previous year to the office 
of Federal Student Aid (FSA). FSA officers use this 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
grants and loans administered by the federal government, 
including the Federal Pell Grant. Additionally, Federal 
Student Aid shares student and parent information with 
colleges and universities to help financial aid 
administrators distribute need-based financial aid. 
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How to Use This Guide

This presentation is adapted from the 2026ς27 
FAFSA Form Preview Presentation, which 
Federal Student Aid published in August 2025. 

We have modified the slide sequence for clarity 
and length and added helpful notes and 
reminders. Please note that Federal Student Aid 
may have made slight changes to the FAFSA 
form since the publication of this guide.

This presentation will guide students and 
parents through the step-by-step FAFSA 
completion process. We recommend that you 
approach the following slides sequentially.

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/2627FAFSAPreviewPresentation.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/2627FAFSAPreviewPresentation.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/2627FAFSAPreviewPresentation.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/2627FAFSAPreviewPresentation.pdf
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Before You Start

To complete the FAFSA form, you (student) will need:

Your FSA ID

Information for each parent required to contribute information

A reliable email address

Your 2024 Tax Return paperwork (1040 form), if you submitted one in Spring 2025

The names of the colleges to which you applied (you can list up to 20 schools)

It takes most people less than one hour to fill out the FAFSA form, including gathering any 
personal documents and financial information needed to complete it.

Social Security Number (if available)

Date of birth
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Step 1 -  Visit StudentAid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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Step 2 -  FAFSA Form Landing Page

Important Reminder! Be sure to 
start a 2026-27 FAFSA Form.
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Step 3 -  FAFSA Form Login
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Step 4  ͧSelect Your Role
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Step 5  ͧStudent Onboarding (1 of 4)
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Step 5  ͧStudent Onboarding (2 of 4)
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Step 5  ͧStudent Onboarding (3 of 4)
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Step 5  ͧStudent Onboarding (4 of 4)
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Step 6  ͧVerify FSA Account Information (1 of 2)
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Step 6  ͧVerify FSA Account Information (2 of 2)
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Step 7  ͧProvide Consent to Disclose Federal Tax Information

Important Reminder! You must select Approve and provide consent to be eligible for any federal 
financial aid, including the Federal Pell Grant. There is no way around this requirement.
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Step 8  ͧStudent Imports IRS Information

Please Note ς If you did not file 
taxes for 2024, you may receive an 
error message in a light yellow box. 
You can still proceed with your 
FAFSA form and enter financial 
information manually.
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Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Introduction
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Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Marital Status
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Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | College Plans
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Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Personal Circumstances

Please Note ς While these circumstances will 
not apply to most students, students should 
select any circumstances that do apply. The 
way in which a student responds to this page 
and the next two pages will determine their 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ά5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέ ƻǊ άLƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέ 
student, which will have important 
implications later in the FAFSA form.



22

Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Student Homelessness

Please Note ς While this 
circumstance will not apply to 
most students, students should 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ά¸Ŝǎέ ƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
way in which a student responds 
to this page will determine their 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ά5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέ ƻǊ 
άtǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέ 
student, which will have 
important implications later in 
the FAFSA form.



23

Step 9  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Unusual Circumstances

Important Reminder! Students can only 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άbƻέ if they are physically unable to 
contact their biological or adoptive parent(s) 
or if doing so would pose a threat to their 
physical safety.

Students must ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά¸Ŝǎέ ƛƴ all other cases, 
even if their parent(s) have indicated they 
are unwilling to contribute information. 
An unwilling parent is not considered an 
unusual circumstance by FSA.
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Step 10  ͧPersonal Circumstances | Student Dependency Status

The student will be told their Dependency 
Status, which will dictate the questions they 
required to answer in the subsequent pages.

Most students who complete the form will 
be designated as a Dependent Student, 
which means that at least one parent will 
need to contribute information to their 
FAFSA form.

If you are designated as a Dependent 
Student, please click here.

If you are designated as a Provisionally 
Independent Student, please click here.



Dependent Student 
Questions
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Introduction
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Gender

Please Note - The answers to these 
questions are not considered when 
determining eligibility for federal student 
aid. Moreover, student responses to these 
questions are not visible to the parent(s) 
who are invited to contribute or the schools 
to which the student applied.
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Race & Ethnicity

Please Note - The answers to these questions 
are not considered when determining 
eligibility for federal student aid. Moreover, 
student responses to these questions are not 
visible to the parent(s) who are invited to 
contribute or the schools to which the student 
applied.
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Citizenship Status

Please Note ς ά9ƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƴƻƴŎƛǘƛȊŜƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
students with an Alien Registration Card (I-
551 or I-551C) or those with a special 
designation from the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS). Any students 
who were not born in the United States and 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƴƻƴŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
the third box. In that case, the student is 
not eligible for federal student aid.
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Parent Education Status
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Step 12 ͧ  Student Demographics | Parent Killed in the Line of Duty
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | HS Completion Status
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | High School Information
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Step 12  ͧStudent Demographics | Confirm High School
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Step 13 ͧ  Student Finances | Introduction
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Step 13 ͧ  Student Finances | Tax Filing Status
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Step 13 ͧ  Student Finances | Tax Return Information (1 of 2)

Please Note - If you filed anything, you would have 
filed your 2024 tax return in Spring 2025. Many high 
school students do not earn enough income to qualify 
ŀǎ ǘŀȄ ŦƛƭŜǊǎΦ aƻǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ƛƴƎƭŜέ ŀǎ 
their filing status.

For most students, the answer to the questions listed 
on this page is likely $0.
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Step 13 ͧ  Student Finances | Tax Return Information (2 of 2)

Please Note ς For most 
students, the answer to 
the questions listed on this 
page is likely $0.
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Step 13 ͧ  Student Finances | Student Assets
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Step 14  ͧColleges | Introduction
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Step 14  ͧColleges | College Search (1 of 2)
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Step 14  ͧColleges | College Search (2 of 2)
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Step 14  ͧColleges | Confirm College List
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Step 15 ͧ  Personal Circumstances | Invite Parents to Form (Intro)

Please Note ς Use the next slide to help you determine which parent(s) you need should invite to 
contribute to your FAFSA form.
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āŞƌ ĖƪŁ Ǚƌƾƪ ͯÓĖƪŁƃƷƮʹ ĖƃĹ ǓŞƌ ƃŁŁĹƮ Ʒƌ ĳƌƃƷƪŢİƾƷŁ ŢƃŕƌƪƀĖƷŢƌƃ͕
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Step 15 ͧ  Personal Circumstances | Invite Parents to Form (1 of 2)
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Step 15 ͧ  Personal Circumstances | Invite Parents to Form (2 of 2)
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Step 16  ͧStudent Review Page
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Step 16  ͧStudent Signature (1 of 2)
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Step 16  ͧStudent Signature (2 of 2)
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Step 17 ͧ  Student Section Complete )1 of 2)
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Step 17 ͧ  Student Section Complete

Please Note ς Students do have 
the option to provide Parent 
Information Manually. If they 
choose this path, students will 
need access to the same 2024 tax 
documentation (filed in Spring 
2025) that would have been 
required of their parents. 
Moreover, their parent(s) still 
need an FSA ID to access the 
FAFSA form and provide consent 
and a signature, both of which 
are required for all contributors. 
For this reason, we recommend 
that parents complete their 
portion of the form with the 
assistance of their student and 
this guide.



Dependent Student  
Parent Questions
























































